[Temporary balloon catheter occlusion for control of bleeding of a blunt injury of the proximal axillary artery. Case report and review of the literature].
We describe the successful placement of an intra-arterial balloon catheter by a femoral approach in order to occlude the proximal arterial end and to control massive bleeding in a patient with rupture of the left axillary artery after blunt scapulo-thoracic dissociation. To our knowledge this technique has so far not been reported in Europe. It allows rapid control of bleeding, minimizes blood loss and markedly facilitates pre- and perioperative management in selected cases. The authors review the relevant literature dealing with this topic.